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accepted the Hindi grammar, but employed the Urdu script and
Persian words in their speeches."
Dealing with the question of script, he said: "For the time being
Muslim children will certainly write in the Urdu character, and
Hindus will mostly write in Devanagari script. I say mostly, because
thousands of Hindus use the Urdu character and some do not even
know Devanagari. But when the Hindus and Muslims come to regard
one another without suspicion, when the causes begetting suspicion
are removed, the script which has greater vitality will be more
universally used, and, therefore, become the national script."
Gandhi believed in swaraj through intensive social reform. He
wanted women to work shoulder to shoulder with men. Addressing
the annual gathering of the Bhagini Samaj in Bombay, in 1918,
Gandhi said: "Woman is the companion of man gifted with equal
mental capacities. She has the right to participate in every minutest
detail in the activities of man and she has an equal right of freedom
and liberty with him. She is entitled to a supreme place in her own
sphere of activity as man is in his. This ought to be the natural
condition of things and not as result only of learning to read and
write. By sheer force of vicious system, even the most ignorant and
worthless men have been enjoying a superiority over women which
they do not deserve and ought not to have. Many of our movements
stop half way because of the condition of our women. Much of
our work does not yield appropriate results; our lot is like that of the
penny-wise and pound-foolish trader who does not employ enough
capital in his business."
Gandhi found time to agitate on behalf of poor passengers: "I
have now been in India for over two years after my return from
South Africa. Over one quarter of that time I have passed on the
Indian trains travelling third class by choice. I have travelled up
north as far as Lahore, down south up to Tranquebar, and from
Karachi to Calcutta. Having resorted to third class travelling, among
other reasons, for the purpose of studying the conditions under which
this class of passengers travel, I have naturally made as many
critical observations as I could. I think that the time has come when
I should invite the press and the public to join in a crusade against
a grievance which has too long remained unredressed."
"In neglecting the third-class passengers,53 Gandhi commented,
*ean oppoitunhy of giving a splendid education to millions in